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We cannot feel that any book written wholly on the death of Christ 
which does not make the messianic view of Paul consciously central 
can quite escape the danger of its treatment being somewhat lacking 
in perspective, The approach to all Paulinism is through the apostle's 
attributing messianic value to Jesus. His death, resurrection, ascension, 
his sending of the spirit, and his second coming are all more or less 
co-ordinately important elements of this general conception. Had 
Professor Denney come up to his work with less bias against the 
historical theologians — a bias which, we admit, has to some extent 
justification by the vagaries of a so-called rather than true historical 
method — he would have, in our estimation, made the book more an 
aid to a conservative reconstruction of Christian teaching. Until we 
abandon altogether the attitude of the apologete in our New Testament 
study, we shall fail to get at the New Testament thought with precision. 
What we need more than anything else just now is an actual presentation 
of the New Testament teaching exactly as it stands. Then, when we 
have once discovered what that teaching is, it will be time to defend 
or reject it. 

S. M. 



Criticism of the New Testament. [St. Margaret's Lectures, 1902.] 
By Professor William Sanday, D.D., et. al. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. Pp. 230. $1.80, net. 

This volume contains six lectures dealing with the historical criti- 
cism of the New Testament. The subjects and writers are: (1) "The 
Criticism of the New Testament," by Professor William Sanday, D.D., 
University of Oxford; (2) " Manuscripts," by Dr. F. G. Kenyon, assis- 
tant keeper of manuscripts at the British Museum ; (3) " The Ancient 
Versions of the New Testament," by Mr. F. C. Burkitt, University of 
Cambridge; (4) "The History of the Canon of the New Testament," 
by Professor F. H. Chase, D.D., University of Cambridge; (5) "The 
Dates of the New Testament Books," by Rev. A. C. Headlam, rector 
of Wellwyn ; (6) " The Historical Value of the Acts of the Apostles," 
by Dean J. H. Bernard, D.D., Trinity College, Dublin. The essays 
thus brought together by leading scholars in Great Britain give a 
valuable, although somewhat fragmentary, view of the present status of 
scholarly opinion concerning the New Testament. 

The purpose of the book is to promote general intelligence and 
thoughtfulness on the part of the multitude of Christian people who 
know little of what has been accomplished in the development of 
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biblical science during the past seventy-five years. The condition of 
popular thought is not a satisfactory one, as Canon Henson, in his 
prefatory note to the volume, states : 

The condition of sound interpretation of Scripture is honest and thorough 

criticism Much of our standard theological literature is practically 

worthless because based on a discarded exegesis ; and it is humiliating to 
reflect that much current preaching and teaching of religion is only tolerated 
because the religious public remains extraordinarily ignorant of the assured 
results of biblical science. In the prevailing ignorance unwarrantable fears 
invade the general mind and create a panic-stricken prejudice against critical 
studies, eminently favorable to that resuscitation of fanaticism which is one 
of the most curious and melancholy characteristics of our time. It becomes 
therefore a matter of no slight importance that sound knowledge as to the 
methods and conclusions of criticism should be disseminated as widely as 

possible among the people No worse disaster to religion could well be 

imagined than the divorce of critical scholarship from average belief. Criti- 
cism must not be allowed to take an esoteric character, but, at all hazards, 
must be held closely to the current teaching of the church. 

Among the large number of books which are constantly appearing 
from the presses of England and America that aim to mediate between 
scholars and people, this is certainly one of the best. The scholarship, 
the conservatism, the frankness, and the fairness with which these sub- 
jects are treated by the authors commend the work to every reader as 
helpful and deserving of his attention. No one of course will imagine 
that all of the opinions expressed in these essays will be found ulti- 
mate, but at least they express a moderate consensus of the present 
biblical criticism. A mistake which the popular reader easily falls into 
is to suppose that the scholar whose essay or volume he reads thinks he 
has attained absolute truth or fact. Historical study of the Bible is in 
process, and while some of the larger results already achieved give evi- 
dence of permanence, a great deal yet remains to be discovered, and 
new conceptions are sure to arise from further study. 

It might then be asked : Why should the people not wait until the 
scholars have concluded their work ? Why should they endeavor to 
understand the study upon which the scholars are engaged ? Many 
persons will of necessity find themselves excluded for lack of oppor- 
tunity, ability, or interest, from engaging in the investigations which 
are in progress concerning the Bible. But it is the privilege, not to 
say the duty, of many others who can do so to study and to think with 
those who are searching out the facts and truths of the Bible. It is 
the scholars, and those who make some effort to live and work with 
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them, that determine public opinion about the Bible, and the kind of 
use which is made of the Bible. Let everyone therefore who feels 
moved to learn about the New Testament acquaint himself with such 
books as the present one. 

C. W. V. 



The Song of Solomon, with Introduction and Notes. By Pro- 
fessor Andrew Harper, D.D. [The Cambridge Bible for 
Schools and Colleges.] New York: The Macmillan Co., 
1902. Pp. xi-j-96. go. 50. 

Following the lead of Budde, recent scholarship has for the most 
part regarded the Song of Songs as a collection of wedding songs 
having no inner unity. The present commentary adheres to the view 
formerly most common, viz., that we have here a drama, or rather a 
series of dramatic lyrics, intended to teach the purity and nobility of 
true love. The message of the poem is thus primarily ethical. Dr. 
Harper, however, seems inclined to add to this a spiritual content to 
be derived through an allegorical interpretation, the love portrayed 
being that between God and the church. The arguments against 
Budde's interpretation are fully and strongly presented, Appendix II 
being devoted especially to that subject. In Appendix I is given the 
author's arrangement of the song in thirteen dramatic lyrics with stage- 
directions attached. 

The introduction to the commentary is full, discussing among other 
things the question of the unity of the book, its dramatic character, its 
age, authorship, and purpose, and the various interpretations proposed. 
The commentary proper furnishes just the help that the ordinary stu- 
dent needs, and the explanations are for the most part sane and 
instructive. But in many cases it appears as though the author's view 
of the meaning and purpose of the poem had caused him to minimize 
its Oriental sensuousness to an unwarrantable degree. On the whole 
this commentary is to be heartily recommended to the non-specialist 
as the best interpretation of the Song of Songs accessible in English, 
and as worthy to stand beside the best volumes of the excellent series 
to which it belongs. 

John M. P. Smith. 
The University of Chicago. 



